What Was Jesus’ Wife Like?
Introduction:

Was Jesus’ wife tall or short, pretty, scholarly, kind. . .   

“Dr. Karen King, a historian from Harvard Divinity School and member of the Jesus Seminar, recently had the opportunity to examine the smaller-than-business-card-sized fragment when an unnamed private collector and the provenance of the artifact, other than the claim that the owner acquired the piece from a German owner in 1997.” Feedback:  Was Jesus Married?  Tim Chaffey, AiG-U.S.
The news outlets have been reporting on the discovery.  Many have responded to the claim.  People latch onto items like this with great interest.  People want sensational, especially if it goes against the Bible.  This new discovery challenges hundreds of years of the woman’s role.

Public Radio International suggested that this fragment might “challenge hundreds of years of religious belief” by re-igniting a centuries-old debate about the role of women in the Christian faith.

Bloomberg Business Week, “evidence pointing to whether Jesus was married and had a female disciple could have ripple effects in current debate over the role of women.”

The Washington Post claimed the papyrus had renewed debates about scholarship focused on Jesus’ marital status and the veracity of early church documents.”

“The news media reacted as if the five Coptic words underlying this clause had suddenly reset the entire field of biblical studies.”
“It is an embarrassing insight into human nature that the more fantastic the scenario, the more sensational is the promotion it receives and the more intense the faddish interest it attracts.”  Roman Catholic scholar Raymond Brown wrote nearly three decades ago.  “People who would never bother reading a responsible analysis of the traditions about how Jesus was crucified, died, was buried, and rose from the dead are fascinated by the report of some new insight to the effect he was not crucified or did not die, especially if his subsequent career involved running off with Mary Magdalene to India.”  Pastor Resources Daily [Crosswalk@crosswalkmail.com]Why Assume Jesus Wasn’t Married?  Timothy Paul Jones
These bold claims are based on the discovery of a Fourth-century papyrus fragment (4 cm x 8 cm) written in an ancient Egyptian language known as Coptic. According to Dr. King, the mere eight partial lines of text from the front of the piece are translated as:

1. “not [to] me.  My mother gave to me li[fe]. . .”

2. The disciples said to Jesus, “

3. deny.  Mary is worthy of it (or this could also be “Mary is n[ot] worthy of it.”)

4. . . .”Jesus said to them, “my wife . . .

5. . . . she will be able to be my disciple. . .

6. Let wicked people swell up . . .

7. As for me, I dwell with her in order to . . .

8. an image     Feedback
The text on the back of the fragment was translated as:

1. my moth[er

2. three

3. . . .

4. forth which. . .

5. (illegible ink traces)     Feedback

There is no context at all to the words on the papyrus.  No one knows what came before or what was written after these words.  Should this change the concept of the woman’s role or who may be disciples?  
Other scholars have already raised valid questions about the fragment’s authenticity as well as pointing out the irregularities in how the research was publicized.  All of this may soon die down with the possibility that the fragment was a forgery in the first place.   Crosswalk
Body:

What Does the Bible Say?

Was Jesus Married?  Is there reference to Jesus’ wife?

· The Bible never mentions a wife.   (John 19:25-27)  
1. When from the cross, Jesus told John to care for Mary, His mother; why did He not include his wife?  Was she at the crucifixion, the burial, or any time mentioned after Jesus had risen?

2. I Corinthians 9:5   If Jesus was married; this certainly would have been a perfect time to mention it to provide infallible support.
· Jesus had a purpose for coming to earth.

     Jesus died on the cross to redeem man from sins.  It was predicted that He would be betrayed, arrested, crucified, die, and rise from the dead.  If He knew that He would die at 33, why would He marry?
· Earliest Christian writers never mentioned a wife of Jesus.

· Jesus’ bride is the church.  (Ephesians 5:23-32)  Marriage is not wrong; it was instituted by God.  However, that is not the reason Jesus came to earth.  He came to establish His church.       (Revelation 21:9)  John’s vision of a new heaven and a new earth, shows the lamb, Jesus Christ, with His bride, the church.
Conclusion:

The world looks for error in the Word of God.  If the Bible is not true, then they are not accountable for their sins.  No judgment is coming.  The world looks for what it wants to find. 

Be ready to give a defense for the Bible, an answer to anyone who asks.  Be a student of the Bible.  What the Bible says is significant.  Be prepared to tell what the Bible says one must to do to be saved.
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