A Healthy Church
Introduction:

All of us want to be a part of a sound (healthy) church.  But how can we know what a healthy church looks like?  Is there a picture of one in the New Testament or a pattern of one for us to follow?  Yes, there is!  Romans 12 depicts a healthy church.

Text:  Romans 12
Body:

I.   Everyone is dedicated to the Lord.   (Verses 1-2)

· We are committed to Him because of His great mercies.  “We love Him because He first loved us.”  (I John 4:19)

· We became “living sacrifices.”  (Romans 6:13, 19)  Churches that are alive are composed of members who, like Paul, “die daily.”
· We are changed from inside out by renewing our minds and doing the will of God.  (Philippians 4:8)

II.   Everyone is using their abilities to keep the church healthy. 
      (Verses 3-8)

· A human body is only healthy if all of its parts are working together.  (I Corinthians 12:21-26)

· Each member knows he/she is not more valuable than any other member.  We belong to each other.

· Each member uses their abilities to strengthen the church; to build up and edify the body.  (Ephesians 4:15-16)

III.   Everyone is practicing love for each other.  (Verses 9-21)

· Healthy love is genuine love.  This love issues from a healthy, pure heart.

· Just like our bodies we must hate anything that destroys its health.  (drugs, alcohol, tobacco, . . . )  So we must hate anything that destroys the health of the church.  (false teaching, hypocrisy, apathy, . . . )

· Every member must hate all evil, regardless of its form.  We must love and cling to all that is good.

· We must love as Christ loved.  (John 13:34-35) 
· Each member is zealous in their daily Christian lives. (Verses 11-13)  “Do not grow weary in doing good.”  (Galatians 6:9)

· God wants what is best for all; even enemies.  God will punish all wrongs in His own time and own way.
Conclusion:

Each of us wants to be a part of a healthy church.  Just like our own personal health, it takes time and effort.
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