THE VALUE OF THE KINGDOM

I. (Billy Moore)

II. Introduction/Review

A. “The kingdom of God” used 4 ways in scripture: the universal rule of God, the nation of Israel, the redeemed of God under the present reign of Christ, and the everlasting or heavenly kingdom.
B. The Church was established on Pentacost (Acts 2) and it is spiritual in nature.

C. The work of the Christian Soldier involves recruiting, training, correcting, and caring for our own.  This corresponds to evangelism, edification, and benevolence.
D. Today we ask: 

1. Of what value is the present kingdom of God unto me?

E. How important is it that I be a citizen of that kingdom?
2. How does it relate to the heavenly kingdom?
a. We will only seek entrance into the kingdom when we see the benefits and value of it.

Goals of this lesson: See Need of involved in Kingdom, See Benefits, Understand Value of benefits.
III. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD OR CHRIST.

1. The importance can be seen when we look at the benefits to be found in the kingdom.

b. Advertisement about the U.S. Army, en​couraging young men to enlist. It said: “you can have $$$$ per month, free housing, free education, free hospitalization, free insurance, so many days of paid vacation per year, and retirement for life after 20 years of service.”
c. If I were to apply for hospital benefits, free education or paid vacation, they would refuse such to me for I am not “in the U.S. Army”, the benefits are for those “in” the army.

d. The “in kingdom” benefits are for those in the king​dom.
1. What are the “in kingdom” benefits?

2. Note: We have learned from preceeding lessons that the kingdom, the church, the house of God are the same. Another figure is “the body of Christ.”

a. The body of Christ is the church, with Christ as the head (Eph. 1:22,23; Col. 1:18).

b. Being in the body of Christ, the church, is equal to being “in Christ.”
c. Christ didn’t ascend into heaven in body of flesh and bone - (I Cor. 15:50), when he ascended he received a “glorious body” 
(1) Phil. 3:20-21 - For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.
(2) We can’t be “in” that glorious body, but we will have body like his glorious body (I Jn 3:2).

d. The only way one can be “in Christ” is to be in his spiritual body, which is the church.
a. Since the church and kingdom are the same, being “in Christ” is equal to being “in the kingdom” of Christ, therefore the benefits that are ”in Christ” are the “in kingdom” benefits.
3. Benefits in the kingdom of Christ are:

a. Forgiveness (Eph. 1:7).

b. Redemption (Eph. 1:7) = (Deliverance, freedom, rescue) – “No Condemnation” Rom. 8:1
c. Salvation (2 Tim. 2:10, Cf. Acts 2:47).

d. New creatures (2 Cor. 5:17).

e. Hope of eternal life (Titus 1:2).

b. All spiritual blessings (Eph. 1:3). – Adoption, Word, etc.
4. How important is the kingdom?  We have none of these unless we are in the kingdom.
A. THE VALUE OF THE KINGDOM AS TAUGHT BY JESUS.

c. “Seek ye first the kingdom of God.” (Matt. 6:33-34). 

d. We should have no difficulty in understanding what is meant by ‘first’.

e. Small children know what it means when they line up for cake and ice cream, or to play a game.

(1) Basketball tournaments where teams were compete for “first place”. Eve​ryone understands the difference between first and second or third or fourth. 

(2) The first place team had fans who shouted, “We’re number one!”, which means they came out ahead of all the other teams.

a. God says ‘seek ye first the kingdom of God”, which means we must put it ahead of everyone and every thing else (Matt. 22:37).

b. So many are unwilling to do this. They reason:

c. If my spouse, or parents, or even my children, do not want me in the kingdom of Christ, I’ll just stay out of it.



Ex. Those in a religion they don’t understand or believe is true.
d. If being in the kingdom is going to mean that I must leave my job, business or profession, then it is not for me.

e. If being in Christ means I will have to stop my “social life” – changing who I associate with, changing the way I dress, changing the places frequent, then I don’t want it.

Ex. I love to play pool…. No bars, no lounges.

Ex. Gideons meetings, Promise keepers.  

f. If being in the kingdom requires me to go to church every Sunday, even to read and study the Bible, I don’t want to get involved.

Ex. I don’t have time to get involved.  Compare worldly activities clubs, sports, pleasure reading, television, games, etc. to study and time at church.

g. If being in the kingdom requires me to fall under the leadership of other men (elders), so that they are telling me how to live my life, I don’t want to be a part.

1. Ex. Wed. night is not a command.  The elders cannot bind.  However, as righteous men, they are guiding us further in our growth.  If you believe you are strong enough not to attend Wed. nights, ask the elders.  They will give you an honest assessment.  Perhaps though, they need your help in strengthening the rest of the congregation at that time.

2. Such reasoning loses sight of the real value of the kingdom of God, thinking that life is just about things, pleasure, and self.
3. The parables of the hidden treasure and pearl of great price (Matt. 13:44-46).

a. The merchant sold all that he had and bought the pearl, because he recognized its value.

4. Since the kingdom is like this, we must recognize the value of the kingdom.

b. Some find the kingdom but do not know its worth, so they cast it aside, speak lightly of it, say it is not necessary unto salvation, etc.

a. Values of Antique items… “One man’s trash, is another man’s treasure”.

b. When we recognize value of the kingdom we should be willing to “sell all that we have’ and buy it.

c. What ever the cost... .it is worth it, for it brings forgiveness of sins, peace with God (Phil. 3:7-11), joy unspeakable (I Pet. 1:8) and the hope of eternal life with God (I Pet. 1:3) and a good conscience (I Jn. 3:20,21).

· Entrance into the kingdom is the same for all, ‘ye must be born again” (John 3:3-5), 
(1) yet the cost is greater for some than for others.
· Saul of Tarsus gave up the profession for which he had educated him self. (Phil. 3:4-8).

· The other apostles left their “trades” to become “fishers of men”.

· One must be willing to “forsake all that he hath” (Lk. 14:33).

a. What is the cost to us?

(1) Forsaking all (Lk. 14:33), putting the kingdom first in our lives (Mat. 6:33-34), presenting our bodies a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1-2).

(2) Everything you have in this world you will lose someday, but what you gain in God’s kingdom no one can take from you.

(1) “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to get what he cannot lose.” (Jim Elliott, who died as a missionary in a far away land, wrote those words shortly before his death.)

(2) In one sense, it cost you absolutely nothing! In another, it cost you everything!

A. Jesus paid the cost of your salvation.  Then he gave himself on the cross for your sins; 

· but you must be willing to put him and his kingdom before everything else in this world in order to have that salvation.
IV. Conclusion:

B. Look at all the benefits in the kingdom of God. (Review these benefits.)

C. How important are these things to you? Just what are they worth to you? What would you give in exchange for your soul? (Matt. 16:26).

D. Today will you begin to seek the kingdom of God, come into it and enjoy all the blessings the Lord has pro​vided, then have an entrance into the everlasting king​dom in the world to come.
