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When we were young, we used to sing 
a little song about the foolish man who 
built his house on sand and the wise 
man who built his house on rock.  We 
used to beat our fists together in imita-
tion of a carpenter's hammer in time to 
this song and learn of the results of the 
wise and the foolish builders as the 
storms of trial and temptation beat 
upon their houses.  We learned from 
this song that it was best to build our 
houses on rock so that we could with-
stand these storms.   This lesson was 
taken from a parable taught by Jesus 
in Matthew 7:24-27 and Luke 6:47-
49. �

In the days when Jesus Christ walked 
the earth, stone was the strongest ma-
terial available that could be used to 
build.  Even today when buildings or 
other structures are put up, the build-
ers will dig down until they encounter 
hard rock and use that rock as a foun-
dation for what is being con-
structed.  They know that a rock foun-
dation will endure and support their 
buildings against the inevitable forces 
of nature which will come to bear on 
them. �

Christians are builders too and the 
houses they are seeking to build are 
spiritual houses where they are safe 
and secure from the storms of life's 
temptations.  We have a similar stone 
upon which to build our hopes that is 
far more enduring than any earthly 
rock.  The Psalmist wrote of the com-
ing Messiah as the stone which the 
builders rejected which later became 
the head of the corner in Psalms 
118:22.  Isaiah wrote of a sure founda-
tion of stone which was tried and 
proven upon which those who trust 
can depend (Isaiah 28:16).  This sure 
foundation was called the corner stone 
and would be the manifestation of the 
promised savior who would come. �

In the New Testament, Jesus Christ 
came to be that stone.  Having endured 
the humiliation and agony of the cross, 
he was indeed proven as Isaiah 
prophesied.  Jesus taught the parable 
of the foolish husbandmen who re-

jected and killed the vineyard owner's 
son in his absence.  He then quoted 
the Psalmist's words in regard to the 
rejection and killing of the son of the 
vineyard owner, "Did ye never read 
in the scriptures, The stone which the 
builders rejected, the same is become 
the head of the corner" (Matthew 
21:42).  Paul referred to Jesus as the 
"chief corner stone" in his letter to 
the Ephesians (2:20).  Peter quoted 
Isaiah when he referred to Jesus 
Christ as the stone which the builders 
rejected who later became the "head 
of the corner" (1 Peter 2:7). �

Jesus Christ once said, "I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me" (John 
14:6).  There are many things men 
can build their hopes on.  They can 
trust in riches, they can strive to 
achieve power and authority or they 
can simply seek after the pleasures of 
life.  All of these things are fleeting 
and cannot endure.  Riches, power 
and life pass away like a vapor and 
before we know it, we are standing in 
the face of eternity and we can't take 
any of it with us.  But if we have 
built our hopes on the foundation of 
Jesus Christ, using Him as our cor-
nerstone then we cannot fail.  Our 
treasures are laid away in heaven 
where moth cannot eat nor rust cor-
rupt.  Our hopes are built on the 
foundation which has been tried, 
tested, proven and endures through-
out the storms of life's temptations 
and into eternity.�

Truly Jesus Christ is the foundation 
we can base our faith on.  But we 
must be careful that the house we 
build on that foundation is based on 
the truth of God's word.  Jesus taught 
in Matthew 15:8-9 that "This people 
draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouth, and honoureth me with their 
lips; but their heart is far from 
me.  But in vain they do worship me, 
teaching for doctrines the command-
ments of men".  Jesus says when we 
follow the doctrines of men instead 
of God's our hearts are not right and 
far from Him.  He also said that fol-

lowing the commandments of men 
makes our worship vain, empty and 
worthless.   Paul wrote to the Chris-
tians in Corinth teaching them that 
everyman must "take heed how he 
buildeth thereon".   Paul then went on 
to say "For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Je-
sus Christ".  We must be careful to 
make certain what we build on the 
rock foundation of Christ is of Him 
and not the building or teachings of 
some man. �

In the parable of the wise and foolish 
builders, Jesus told us exactly how to 
build our houses on the solid rock 
foundation.  We build our houses on 
the rock when we hear and obey the 
instructions of Jesus (Matthew 7:25), 
and they will stand up to the tempta-
tions of life.  Jesus went on to say that 
those who do not obey His instructions 
have built their spiritual hopes on sand 
and will fall in stormy times (Matthew 
7:26).  Jesus is the author of salvation 
unto all who obey Him (Hebrews 
5:9).  We can know and be certain that 
when we hear and obey the voice of 
our Lord we can be assured our houses 
are built on the cornerstone of the 
Christian faith, Jesus Christ. �

 �

David Hersey�
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The Indian Mission which we have supported for some time has made some significant 
progress in the past several months.  When Bontha Esudas came to us two years ago he 
was preaching in three congregations and riding a small motorcycle from village to 
village in order to conduct services, teach and evangelize.  �

Esudas came to us with many goals and hopes for the work of the church in In-
dia.  Among his goals was the procurement of a car which could be used to transport 
him and others to the worship services, the sick to the hospital and aid in the evangeliz-
ing of more villages.  About a year ago, Esudas was able to raise the funds for the 
down payment for a new car.  He now has the car and is using it while making pay-
ments on it from his monthly support.  �

Since acquiring his car, he has helped start three more congregations and is currently 
preaching and conducting services in six with the help of his son who has joined with 
him as a teacher and gospel preacher.   He is currently working on planting a seventh 
church in the tribal areas near where he lives.  These tribal people live outside normal 
society and are not influenced by denominations.  �

Another work which Esudas wished to start was a Christian School for the chil-
dren.  Esudas and the people where he lives are in the lowest caste of the soci-
ety.  They are very poor and unable to afford education for their children.  By educat-
ing these children, it will be possible to help them to acquire better jobs in the future 
and help the Lord's church become more self sufficient.  At this time, the entire effort 
of the Lord's church is wholly dependant upon the contributions of the saints in other 
parts of the world.  Without our support, the entire effort, congregations, school, and work would collapse and the light of the truth 
would go out in this part of the world.  It is the hope and prayer of all that some day these people can raise themselves out of poverty 
to a level where they can be self supporting and conduct missionary work of their own.  �

The Christian school has been started now and classes have 
begun for the three lowest grades.  The school is being run 
from Esudas' home where his wife, three children and 9 or-
phans under his care live.  This effort is absolutely dependant 
on the contributions of the saints.  �

People from all over the country have responded to him with 
support.  Plans are being made right now to secure Esudas 
with his own bank account in the United States where he can 
obtain his funds safely, securely and without the cost of bank 
transfer and Western  Union Fees.  Currently several congre-
gations and individuals from across the United States send 
their support to Esudas through the church of Christ here at 
Granby, MO.  We are currently supporting him as are some 
individuals within this congregation.  It is truly a blessing to be a part of such a sincere 
and noble effort for the glory of God and the work of His kingdom.  Let's be sure and 
keep this mission in our prayers as it is wholly dependant upon the grace and provi-
dence of God and the generosity of the saints.  �

For more information on Esudas and the mission work in India, please go to the website 
at: 

www.churchofChristIndia.com 
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The congregation recently hosted our youth gathering at the worship facility on 
March 8th, 2009.  Youth of all ages from all around the community and from 
neighboring congregations came to the youth gathering this time.  We had about 
65 in attendance counting all the youth at heart, both young and old.  There were 
games, pizza, singing, a devotional and fellowship.  The youth gathering started 
at 4:00 PM and continued into our regular 6:00 PM worship service.  It was a real 
treat and we at the Granby church appreciated all the support and attendance 
from the area. 

Bobby presented a lesson on how we can influence others in life by our actions 
and conduct in our everyday lives.  By living right, we can all do our part to make 
the world a little brighter and better place, with not as much darkness as there is 
now. 

We have published some of the photos of the activities on an online web photo 
album.  A video of the Devotional is also available.  All of these can be seen by 
going to our website at http://www.granbychurchofchrist.org/YouthGathering/
March09/index.htm  

We thank all who came and participated and supported this effort, and we look 
forward to the next one coming before the end of the school year.  The next one 
will be held at Monark Springs Park. �
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